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Why not?

For many reasons. In the first place, I am satisfied where I
am. I consider a seat in the Senate of the United States a posi-
tion in which I can be more useful than in any other, and I
believe it to be as honorable as any under the Government if its
duties be efficiently and properly discharged. In the next place,
I do not agree with the programme which has been marked out
by those who refuse to support the candidacy of the President
for reelection. I am conscious of the need for many reforms,
and I am daily striving to accomplish them. But I do not
believe that a revolution of parties would be salutary. I do not
believe that either the people of the North or of the South are
ready to profit by such a change.

And why not?

Because the people of the South have really accepted nothing,
and are not willing to cooperate with the Liberals of the North
in settling the practical relations of society on a sure and gen-
erous basis. I know that the South has much to complain of.
But so have the Liberal Republicans. It is not the rebel ele-
ment, perhaps, but the nature of things, that the South should
not realize the complete overthrow of the old order and the
necessity for a complete change of the domestic policy. I
believe that the defeat of General Grant would involve a reac-
tion at the South whose consequences would be even worse than
the present state of affairs.

Don't you think General Grant meditates the permanent
usurpation of the Executive office?

No, I do not. My opinion is that General Grant is, in the
main, a conservative man. He has made mistakes. But I can-
not say they justify his removal.

What are your personal relations?

Very friendly. I have opposed some of his measures, but I
have no personal feeling, and, indeed, this is one of the reasons
why it is disagreeable to have my name mentioned in the con-
nection you name.

The interview closed with the writer's assurance that
the views of Senator Simmer coincided with those of
Trumbull. A Washington letter in the Nation of Decem-
ber 28 said:ull and an ex-Senator." to show that the
